
 A guide to planning sustainable transportation for festivals & events    

Roll out the GREEN carpet!  

 

 

 

 

        Roll out the 

GREEN carpet!  

 

A guide to including sustainable transportation and 

other ideas for greening your festivals and events  

   

 

 

  Printed by:  Bathurst Sustainable Development  

  With funding from:    

Transport Canadaôs ñMoving on sustainable transportation 

(MOST)ò program 

 



 A guide to planning sustainable transportation for festivals & events  2 

Roll out the GREEN carpet!  

Table of Contents  

 

Introduction                 3 

Increasing attendance at events                                      3 

Barriers to Mobility and Accessibility              4 

What are Active and Sustainable Transportation?            5 

Active and Sustainable Transportation Special Events Survey         6-7 

Green Transportation Tips                 8 

Incentives Work!                             9 

Calculating carbon footprints                                                                                                     10 

Photo montage: Events supporting active & sustainable transport     11-12 

Green Contract Services: Transport & Catering                 13 

Reduce * Reuse * Recycle!              14 

Green Ideas Checklist                      15-16 

Ideas for Green Leaders                                                                                                             17 

Case Study: Hillside Festival  (Guelph, Ontario)       18-19 

Case Study: Bluesfest (Ottawa, Ontario)        20-21 
 

Active Transportation Infrastructure                        22     

Eco-friendly Event Policy: An example             23 

Example: Green Procurement Policy        24-25 

Green Procurement Checklist         26-27 
 

Example: Green Contract              28 

References & Additional Resources        29-30 

Feedback                31 

 



 A guide to planning sustainable transportation for festivals & events  3 

Roll out the GREEN carpet!  

Introduction  

Many communities are adopting sustainable or ógreenô policies and practices. Consumer 

demand for sustainable products and services is  growing.  This demand  provides an oppor-
tunity for showcasing local sustainable practices at local festivals and events.  By increasing 
accessibility to events through program s like car -pooling and bussing, not only will atten-
dance increase,  but  the overall environmental impact will be reduced.  

Simple steps like  providing recycling bins can reduce the amount of waste generated from 
the event.  The benefits of this program are twofoldð reduced environmental impact & event 
sponsors  recuperate costs by collecting and returning recyclables.  

Transportation is often over-looked when planning eventsðeven when incorporating green 
features. The purpose of this guide is to provide ideas, information and tips for community 
event planners and committees.  The focus of this guide is active & sustainable transpor-

tation for events, but we also provide other green ideas for event planning.  

Implementing even a few of the tips from this guide will increase the overall sustainability of 
your event.   

 -Brenda Kelley, Bathurst Sustainable Development  

Increasing attendance at events   

 
 

I t is easy to forget the  transportation challenges that event goers can face to attend an 

event. Some of the factors that limit attendance at events can include:  

¶Fuel costs  

¶Parking costs, and 

¶Distance of parking from event sites  
 
Transportation costs to and from an event are high if a citizen lives in a community that does 
not have affordable public transport.  Depending on the location of the event, even paying for 
a round-trip taxi fare can be equal to or exceed the entrance fee ! This high cost for trans-
portation is both a deterrent and a barrier for many citizens.  

Non-sustainable transport (ex. each attendee brings their own car to the event) also in-
creases the eventôs carbon footprint.  Pollution and greenhouse gas emissions generated 
from individual cars traveling to and from the event, idling in the lineup while waiting to find a 
parking space or in bumper to bumper traffic along the highway route to get to or out of the 
venue, can mean that your event has a higher than necessary ñcarbon footprintò.    

Many more citizens might be encouraged to attend your event if they could access alternate 
modes of less polluting, affordable and sustainable transportation options to get to and from 
the event.   
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Barriers to Mobility and Accessibility   
 

Many citizens in communities have physical or health challenges that require that the event 

coordinators remove barriers to access.  It is important to ensure that event sites are fully 
accessible regardless of a personôs physical abilityðthis ensures social inclusivity at an 
event.  
 
Removing barriers can include providing affordable, accessible transportation options. As a 
result,  your event will benefit from an increase in attendance, it will be environmentally 
friendly, and more inclusive of all community membersðregardless of physical mobility.   
 

Pedestrians are also at risk of being injured if they have to walk through a parking lot to get 
to a building or event entrance. Parking lots are usually designed solely for vehicle passage. 
Signage, traffic flows and entrances are designed to create ease of access for cars but this 
design often lacks safe pedestrian access lanes.  
 
 
Pedestrians are at risk of injury in parking lots if:  

 

¶ They are elderly or move slowly  

¶ They have young children with them  

¶ They are visually or hearing impaired 

¶ The pavement is covered in ice or rain 

¶ The parking lot was designed only for vehicle traffic  

¶ There is no designated pedestrian lane from the street to the door of the building  

¶ There is no pedestrian crossing signage 

¶ Curbs are not blended with the street level  

¶ Pedestrian lanes and walkways are obstructed with snow and or other debris  
 
When planning the set -up for special events to be held outdoors, incorporate these 
ideas:  
 

¶ Pedestrian access lanes should be clearly identified and marked with highly visible fea-
tures 

¶ Ensure visible signage to make motorists aware that pedestrians have the right -of-way  

¶ Placing a temporary speed bump before a pedestrian crossing helps with traffic calming  

¶ Use textured surface covers for pedestrian lanes 

¶ Ensure that crossing signals allow enough time for seniors and physically challenged citi-

zens to cross safely 

¶ Incorporate blended curbs for safe access from varying grades and elevations  

¶ Ensure audible crosswalk signals and brail are available at pedestrian crossings  

¶ Highlight steps and crossing lanes with bright yellow paint assists with visibility of cross-

ings 
 
  
Commercial or public building design and all public events should incorporate desig-
nated pedestrian access lanes from the street or roadway to one of the main en-
trances of the building or event grounds.  
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What are Active  and Sustainable Transportation?  

 
 
 

Transport systems generally exist to provide social and economic connections. Often over -

looked are the environmental cost of the transport system.  

 

The environmental impacts of transport systems account for up to 25% of the worldôs energy 

consumption and carbon dioxide emissions. Greenhouse gas emissions from transport are 

increasing at a faster rate than any other energy-consuming sector. Road transport is a ma-

jor contributor to local air pollution and smog.  

The social costs of transport include collisions, air pollution, physical inactivity, and vulner-

ability to increasing fuel prices. Many of these negative impacts fall disproportionately on 

social groups who are also least likely to own and drive cars. Traffic congestion imposes 

economic costs by wasting individuals' time and by slowing the delivery of goods and ser-

vices. 

Traditional transport planning aims to improve mobility primarily for vehicular traffic. It usu-

ally fails when considering the wider impact. The true purpose of transport is access - to de-

sired goods, services and activities - and there are proven techniques to improve access 

while simultaneously reducing environmental and social impacts, and managing traffic con-

gestion. Communities which are successfully improving the sustainability of their transport 

networks are doing so as part of a wider program of creating more vibrant, livable, sustain-

able cities and communities.  

Planning special events takes an enormous amount of time, organization and volunteer 

hours. The purpose of this guide is to provide assistance in incorporating active and sustain-

able transport systems into event planning.  

 

Active Transportation  

¶ A mode of transportation which requires physical human power.  Includes walking, 
biking, running, rowing, paddling, skateboarding, rollerblading, cross-country skiing 
and wheelchair travel.  

 

Sustainable Transportation   

¶ A mode of transportation that can (i) reduce carbon and other greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and (ii) can transport many people with a single vehicle such as buses, trains 
and subways.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_transportation#cite_note-5
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Active and Sustainable Transportation:  

Special Event Survey  

 

 
¶ Would you like to know how your event ranks in terms of  sustainable trans-

portation and mobility options?  
 
¶ Is your event committee interested in ideas that may help increase the num-

ber of visitors attending your event and lower the carbon footprint of the 
event?  

 
¶ Would you like to know how to organize a green event?  
 
 
If you answered óyesô to any of the questions above, fill out the survey on the 
next page.  
 
Instructions: 
 
1.  Circle the responses that best match the current sustainable transportation options 
available to  your event goers (consider transport to and from the special event).  
 
2.  After answering all of the questions, add up your score to determine the level of eco
-friendliness and active and sustainable transportation options at your event.  
 
3.  Finally, read the pages that follow to find hundreds of ideas, tips and examples from 
other organizations, researchers, and communities to help plan a green and sustain-
able event.  

Planning Tip:  Social Energy  

 

Knowledge and experience (social energy) are valuable assets in event planning. Collabo-
ration of ósocial energyô can be a great way to improve your event.   
 
Consider partnering with other programs, departments or organizations. Collaborating is fun 
& cost effective!  

Is your event  ôon the busõ toward sustainable 

transport?  Take the quiz to find out...  
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Questions  Your Event Score  Questions  Your Event Score  

Does the event offer incen-
tives or discounts to event 
goers who travel to and from 
the event by ñeco friendlyò 
and sustainable transporta-
tion options? (Car pool, bike, 
bus etcé)  

Yes                           (2) 
   
No                            (0) 

Which type of sustainable 
transportation is available to 
event goers in your commu-
nity? 

Biking                       (2) 
Local bus                 (2) 
Train                        (2) 
Walking                    (2) 
Car Pool                   (2) 

 

Which types of ñspecial des-
ignationò parking spots are 
closest to the event en-
trance? 

Handicapped            (2) 
Bike racks                (2) 
Carpool                    (2) 
Bus Parking             (2) 
None of these          (0) 
All of these               (8) 

Are these ñspecial designa-
tionò parking spots within 30 
meters of the event entrance 
clearly marked and identified? 

Yes                          (2) 
   
No                           (0) 

Does your event have some-
one on duty to ensure that 
the ñspecial designationò 
parking spaces are used 
appropriately? 

  
Yes                         (2) 
  
No                           (0) 

Does the event offer priority 
parking services for ñspecial 
designationò parking? 
(Example: Special entrances, 
parking areas close to en-
trances, valet service, desig-
nated lanes) 

 
Yes                         (2) 
  
No                           (0) 

Does the event have a trans-
portation coordinator that 
event goers can call and 
register with for car pools, 
bus pick up areas and re-
serving designated parking 
spaces? 

Yes                        (2) 
  
No                         (0) 

Is there a safe, designated 
and clearly marked pedestrian 
access lane to and from the 
road ways and designated 
parking spots to the event 
entrance? 

  
Yes                          (2) 
 
 No                          (0) 

Does the event charge a 
parking fee for cars and use 
the funds to support the eco 
friendly transportation ser-
vices offered? 
 
Does the event publicize the 
ñeco friendlyò transportation 
options available to the pub-
lic? 

Yes                         (2) 
 
 No                         (0) 
 
 
 
Yes                         (2) 
  
No                           (0) 

Does the event charge for 
ñspecial designationò park-
ing? 
 
 
 
Does the event coordinate 
temporary local shuttle bus 
services for event goers? 

Yes                        (0) 
  
No                          (2) 
 
 
 
Yes                         (2) 
 
No                           (0) 

Special Event Transportation Survey  

 

Your score:   

 

28-38: Excellent!   The event offers eco friendly transportation options and alternatives. 

                                   

18-28: Fair  The event could benefit from improved transportation options.                                         

 

0-18:  Poor   The event needs to consider offering sustainable/ active  transportation options!  
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Green Transportation Tips  

¶ Encourage participants to ñcarpoolò  or ñride shareò with others from their area.  

 

¶ Provide a contact list of other attendees who have registered for car pool groups 
to go to and from the event.  

 

¶ Request for volunteers to coordinate the car pool program or hire a Green Trans-
portation coordinator for your event.  

 

¶ Consider offering an airport and hotel shuttle for transporting multiple guests.  

 

¶ Offer participants tips sheets for maximizing fuel-efficiency such as reducing 
their speed, and  turning ignition off if idling more than 20 seconds.  

 

¶ Develop an incentive program  for attendees who  preregister for active and sus-
tainable transportation services or options such as car pooling, biking, etcé 

 

¶ Offer guaranteed reservations for bike rack parking close to entrance.  

 

¶ Offer discounts on entrance fees or concession items for those who pre register 
for eco friendly transportation passes.  

 

¶ Offer Event souvenirs as an incentive for those who register for active and sus-
tainable transportation programs.  

 

¶ Charge a premium for parking for cars at the event and use the proceeds to pay 
for renting local community or school buses to coordinate into a shuttle bus ser-
vice during the festival.  

 

¶ Conduct media stories to spread the word about the environmentally friendly 
transportation options.  

 

¶ Create a ñhero'sò program and do publicity on citizens who traveled green to the 
event!  

¶ Provide skateboard checks, bike racks bike valets at the venue.  

Planning Tip:  Provide educational tip sheets or posters for participants  

 
This might include: 

¶  Shuttle bus and transit locations and routes  

¶  Locations for bike rentals and parking 

¶  Provide pocket maps that show walking or bike trails around the venue  

¶  Provide VIP parking close to the main entrance for those who arrive by carpool or bike   
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Incentives work!   

Creating incentives for alternative forms of transportation can encourage event goers 
to explore various options.   Here are some incentives to try: 

 
¶ Arrange for shuttles buses or van service to transport guests to and from 

hotels.  
 
¶ Provide maps and scheduling information for local public transit  
 
¶ Provide skateboard checks, temporary bike racks at the event venue.  
 
¶ Offer valet parking services and priority parking for those who car pool.  
 
¶ Ensure those who have handicap parking tickets have parking priority.  
 
¶ Offer discounts on passes and entrance fees for those who preï register 

for sustainable transportation service. 
 
¶ Offer draws for prizes for those who arrive using eco friendly transporta-

tion. 
 
¶ Offer special color coded bracelets for the participants of the car pool and 

active transportation options!  
 

 

Planning Tip: Car -pool innovation  

 

¶ Do you know how many people can squeeze into 
your car?  

 (1)  Find out how many seat belts your vehicle 
 has.   
 (2) Set up a group/invitation on Facebook, at the 
 office, on on your street  
 (3) Plan a pickup location & time,  then drive to
 gether to the event!  
 

¶ Make sure that car -poolers are rewarded with choice 
parking spots, discounts, or valet parking!  
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Calculating carbon footprints  

Carbon emissions (and other greenhouse gases) are responsible for global climate 
change. The atmospheric temperature of the planet is increasing at an alarming 
rate. The creation of carbon dioxide is from the burning of fossil fuels for energy 
use. While carbon dioxide is a natural part of the respiration process for animals and 
plants, human energy consumption has generated carbon emissions beyond the at-
mosphereôs ability to deal with it. 
 
As noted in the Green Event Source Book (www.greeneventsource.com): ñFor the 
meeting industry, the primary sources of greenhouse gas  emissions are travel to 
and from the event, cooling  and heating the venue and shipping of materials  to and 
from the meeting site.ò 
 
Carbon offsets or credits can be purchased to 
cancel the effects of burning fossil fuel by creat-
ing and sustaining methods to capture carbon 
emissions, such as planting trees or generating 
renewable energy. 
 
Consider providing event participants with infor-
mation about buying carbon offsets for their 
travel, or including the cost of offsetting the entire 
event in the overall registration fee. Either way, it 
is important to do your homework to ensure that 
the companyôs methods are reputable, transpar-
ent, and cost-effective. 
 
Of course, the best way to cut carbon is the re-
duction of fossil fuel use. Most online maps in-
clude an ñAvoid Highwaysò feature to navigate 
around major cities and busy highways.  
 

Planning Tip:  

Carbon offsets  

 

¶ Major airlines offer a varie-

ty of carbon off-setting op-
tions.  

 

¶ Think locally! Organize to 

plant trees locally in order 
to off-set an eventôs total 
emissions. 

 

¶ Most carbon offset provid-

ers include ñcarbon calcu-
latorsò on their websites. 
You can calculate event 
emissions on these sites. 
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Bike Parking St Werburgh's 

Farm Fair  

 
 Source: Flicker  

Example: Free Valet Bike Parking - Lands Festival in Golden Gate  

 

Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/glasser/2789124238/  

 
Peddle 

Power for the 
Band  

  

 

Bicycle Music  
Festival  

2007 
 
 

San  Francisco  
 
 

Host a Carbon Neutral Festival  


